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Womonspace is a social, recreational, 
and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. 
Womonspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need in the 
lesbian community of Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original founding members was 
to form an alternative to the gay bars and 
clubs. Out of this vision evolved our monthly 
dances, the newsletter, and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The members of 
Womonspace have asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to lesbians, car rallies, 
ski trips, camping trips and a library geared 
for us. Womonspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to learn to work 


together and support each other. Every single © | 


activity is done by volunteers. the drop-ins 
are hosted by volunteers and everyone who 
works at our dances is a volunteer. OUR 
society, OUR organization. It’s whatever we 
want to put into it. It’s womyn supporting 
womyn, taking care of each other and our- 
selves. creating a better environment for our 
sisters coming out behind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
give us a call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


Cover 


From Before Stonewall 
By Andrea Weiss and Greta Schiller 
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Newsletter 
Locations 


Abacus Books, 
10449 - 124 Street 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
2nd floor, 10704 - 108 Street 


Common Woman Books 
8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street 


The Roost, 
10345 - 104 Street 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Womonspace News is published monthly by 
Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educa- 


| tional Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a 


non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton 
and surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the con- 
fidentiality of some individuals and / or groups, 


| this newsletter will not be publishing last names, 


or complete names, depending on the situations. 

Also, depending on available space, 
Womonspace may have to edit articles that are 
received for this newsletter. 
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Lesbians lost in AIDS research 


by Jane Livingston: PLWA Network of Saskatchewan 


Lesbian sex has been absent from most dis- 
cussions about AIDS since the epidemic began. 
In talking to a number of wimmin about this fact, 
| found the subject of whether lesbians are at risk 
or not is quite controversial. Lesbians are in- 
visible in our culture and are even more invisible 
inthe AIDS crisis. Making the situation even more 
difficult to evaluate are four myths surrounding 
lesbians: they don’t prostitute, they don’t use IV 
drugs, they don’t have sex with men and they 
don’t get AIDS. 

The general opinion therefore, is that wimmin 
are not at risk, that lesbianism is the safest sex 
around. 


One reason for the controversy appears to be 


that there is really no data to substantiate whether 
lesbians are at risk or not. There 
are no government studies and 
only one study by a major re- 
search institution on lesbian 
transmission. The US Centre 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
does not include womyn-to- 
womyn transmission in its 
breakdown of AIDS cases, 
despite the fact that at least 
three cases in lesbians have 
been reported worldwide in 
medical journals (two ‘in the 
US and one in the Philippines). 

Of eight lesbian cases reported to the CDC, 
four were attributed to “unknown” causes, another 
four to “immigrant status”. 

Other possible routes of infection, of course, are 
IV drug use, sex with men and artificial insemina- 
tion. In a recent Kinsey Institute study, 46 per cent 
of wimmin who defined themselves as lesbians had 
had sex with men at least once since 1980. When 
wimmin who consider themselves lesbian do have 
sex with a man, often it will be with one who is gay 
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® Womonspace may sponsor a 
safer sex workshop for lesbians 
this coming fall. 


newsletter for further details 


© For more information about 
safer sex for Lesbians, please 
contact the AIDS Network of 
Edmonton Society at 427-AIDS. 


or bisexual — increasing their risk. Many had sex 
with men before they came out as lesbians. 

Risk factors for lesbians are: sharing needles, 
having had sex with men at risk sometime over 
the last eight years, having used semen for artifi- 
cial insemination from a donor who is HIV in- 
fected, having received a blood transfusion or 
blood products infected with HIV before 1985, 
and having sexual contact with wimmin who 
have the virus. 

The greatest risk factor for lesbians is the use of 
IV drugs. Most lesbians who are infected fall into 
this category. There is strong reason to recognize 
substance abuse among lesbians and advocate 
educational programmes stressing the dangers of 
HIV transmission through the sharing of needles. All 
forms of substance abuse, including alcohol, in- 
crease risk. Drugs and alcohol 
are by nature immuno-sup- 
pressive. It is thought that be- 
tween 25 and 35 per cent of 
lesbians are chemically de- 
pendent. 

So, how do you know if a 
new lover is infected or is at 
risk? The simplest answer is to 
ask to discuss the matter open- 
ly. After all, it’s your health that 
is at stake. Ask if they’ve had 
sex with men who might be at 
risk, gay, bisexual or straight. Ask if they’ve had sex 
with wimmin who have had sex with men. By now 
you get the picture that this is not an easy issue with 
which one confronts a potential lover. 

The safest plan for people beginning a new 
sexual relationship is to know your partner and to 
discuss the matter openly. Ask a new lover to get 
tested with you. If you both test negative, wait six 
months,.and in the meantime, stay monogamous 
and use safer sex practices. Go get tested again. 


Watch the 


. - continued Page 4 
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Womonspace 
General Meeting 
Report: July 12 


L. moved that the Annual General Meeting be 
held on September 23, 1990 at Paul Kane House 
at 1:00 P.M. J. seconded the motion — carried. 

L. moved that $150.00 be allotted for food & 
beverages for the Annual General Meeting. J. 
seconded the motion — carried. 


J. then moved that we officially thank M. for | 


all her hard work in Womonspace. D. seconded 
the motion, and it was carried. 


L. moved that Womonspace supporta sliding | 


scale for the offices in the Women’s building as 
presented at the March, 1990 Board Meeting. j. 
seconded the motion — carried. 

D. nominated herself for the P.R. Directors. J. 
seconded the motion — carried 


Lesbians Lost 


. cont. from Page 3 


If you both test negative a second time, you can 
relax the precautions you’ve been using. However, 
this also assumes that you’re both being 
monogamous and aren’t putting yourself at risk in 
any way. If you aren’t willing to go through this, then 
simply insist on using safer sex practices with 


everyone with whom you have sex, regardless of 


what they may tell you regarding their sexual his- 
tory. People are prone to lie when it comes to 
revealing parts of their past they may be ashamed 
of. Lesbians are especially reluctant to reveal that 
they have slept with men or used IV drugs. 

In conclusion, no one wants lesbian wimmin 
to be consumed with fear every time they have sex, 
but they do need to be realistic:and cautious when 
it Comes to new partners. Be aware of what the risks 
are and take the necessary precautions. Believe it or 
not, it is possible to be romantic and erotic and still 
be safe. 


Creativ: 


alone 

alone on the beach 

i sit back against the rough 
of the tree 

my feet sinking into the sand 
the wind is cold as it 

sneaks under my jacket 


bundling myself up 
i try and think of warm thoughts 


my mother comes to mind 

the way she protected me 

the way she knew me 

she had such a love for the beach 
being able to find life 

in the wind and the waves 


then the cold creeps in again 

as i think of our lives 

how separate they seem 

remembering my attempts to break 
away 

so vehemently 

spending the rest of my life 

trying to go back 


wray d, 
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Lesbian Land 


Joyce Cheney, editor, Word Weavers, 
Minneapolis, 1985 

What lesbian alive has never dreamed of 
moving to the country and living co-opera- 
tively with other womyn? Lesbian Landis a 
wonderful anthology for anyone who wants 
to pursue this dream, in reality or in fantasy. 
Thirty women (no Canadians, alas) write 
about their reasons for going back to the land 
& their experiences of living in community. 

This book, and many others, can be bor- 
rowed from the Womonspace Library (No 
charge for members). You can browse in our 
library at any meeting. 
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Special 
September Issue 


The Womonspace News will devote 
its September issue to news, 
photographs, and personal stories from 
the Gay Games. Please share your ex- 
periences at the Games with those of us 
who can’t attend. First prize will be a 
night on the town — dinner for two at 
Café Ivana plus free admission for two to 
a Womonspace dance. Get your entries 
in! (Mail your submissions to the 
Womonspace News — Basement, 9930 
- 106 Street, T5K 1C7, or bring them to 
the general meeting or dance in August.) 


We Need Your 
Creative Input! 


Womonspace is always looking for 
original works of poetry, book or movie 
reviews, letters of opinion, and draw- 
ings. 

Please mail or drop off submissions 
at the Womyn’s Building. Items can also 
be submitted at the General Meetings. 
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General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and 
non-members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on August 14, 
1990 and the following one is on Septem- 
ber 11. 


Board Meeting 


Board Meetings are now being held on 
the first Thursday of every month at the 
Women’s Building. 

Our next meeting is on August 2, 1990 
and the following one is on September 6. 


Dotiuck Picnic: New Location 

The July picnic was a resounding suc- 
cess. About 35 womyn & children at- 
tended. The next picnic wil be held on 
Saturday, August 19, at 2:00 p.m. (the day 
after the dance). Call the Womonspace 
phone line for the location. 

Activities will include baseball and vol- 
leyball. Please bring any equipment you 
have available. 
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Womonspace Activities 


Lesbian Drop-in 


The 2nd Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s Building in 
the main meeting room. Join us for a relaxed 
evening of coffee and conversation. All are 
welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, August 9, 
followed by another on September 13. 


Cards/Games Night 


The 4th Friday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a card and games night 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Paul Kane 
House (10220 - 121 Street). Come out and join 
us. Refreshments are available. The next card 
night is August 24, and the following one is 
September 28. 


Annual General Meeting 


Womonspace’s AGM will be held on Sun- 
day, September 23, at 1:00 at Paul Kane House 
(10220 - 121 Street). 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food 
You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB TSC 1C4 
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in-Sight 
Needs Volunteers 


In-Sight, Edmonton’s Festival of | 


Women’s Film & Video, will be held Oct. 
19-21. Until Edmonton has its own gay and 
lesbian film festival, this is the next best 
thing. In-Sight always includes a significant 
proportion of lesbian films. Participants 
from last year will remember a lesbian vam- 
pire film. Watch this newsletter for sneak 
previews. 

In-Sight needs volunteers for office 
work, publicity, & hospitality. Unfortunate- 
ly, there is a waiting list for the committee 
considering lesbian home movies. Call 
424-07 24 if you would like to contribute to 
this year’s festival. 


Creatine Change 


A national conference for Gay and Les- 
bian organizing and skill building is taking 
place from November 10- 12, 1990 in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. Inquiries can be 
made through Womonspace. 


Flauntine it 


GALA is planning a symposium called 
“Flaunting It — A Question of Gays/Les- 
bians and Human Rights”. it is taking place 
from November 30 - December 1 at the 
Edmonton Inn. Scheduled speakers include 
Shelagh Day, Svend Robinson, and Fil 
Fraser. 
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Yenus of the Month 


Venus governs love, harmony, artistry, 
feminine sexuality, attraction and the ability to 
integrate existing influences into a unified 
whole. | 

This month Womonspace members wish 
to acknowledge and give their thanks to Mel 
S., Current Treasurer and Dance Coordinator. 
Mel, alias Mom, Uncle Mel or The Coor- 
dinator, will be moving to Vancouver — but 
not without planting seeds with which 
Womonspace may grow as a Society. 

Mel has played an important role on the 
Board these past three years, adding strength, 
stability and a whole lot of humour to our 
meetings and functions. Mel initiated the co- 
sponsoring of dances, as well as our Cards and 
Games Night. As Treasurer, she was well or- 
ganized, kept well balanced books, and 
played a key role in regaining our Corporate 
Status. 

At meetings, it is rare that she has not 
moved or seconded a motion. This is also a 
reason why she has helped create and carry 
through so many new ideas for Womonspace. 
Her coordinating abilities are amazing! Not 
only does Mel attract new groups but she trains 
them, ending up with more phone numbers 
and business contacts than most of us do. If 
you were at a dance, Mel is the one running 
around with keys and yellow envelopes, 
squeezing in a dance or two between duties. 
She always has reassuring words and some 
kind of solution for everything. 

Mel also manages to put back together 
most things other Board Members innocently 
take apart in the attempt to save money. | guess 
the gist of the matter is that your great hugs and 
reassuring touch will be missed by many. 

Best of Luck, Mel! 
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WOMONSPACE 


DANCE 


August 18, 1990 


at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 
8:30 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. 


Admission: Members - $499, Non-Members - $7°° 


As of January, 1990, all members must show their 
membership card at the door to get the $4.00 admission 


Credits 
Wray D., Barb L., Sandi S., Sue J.. 


Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 
Basement, 9930-106 street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSK 1C7 
Phone: 425-0511 


